CANTO 9
THE MEETING ON THE RIVERBANK
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THE EMPEROR OF THE SORCERERS

T ATO MAD |JANDHA|VANTTA|
kapolajsthalakomalam
sarojapattram karaljaié chettum arabdha Gomukhah.
Pattrachedyam tatas tasyah saritas taradambhasi
saljivam iva sampannam calatvat paturamhasah.
Anukilam prasarpantam prasamsanta$ ca Gomukham
pattrajchedyam apa$yama mukt’|Avayavajsamkaram.
Asmabhir anuyukta$ ca, «kathay’ éti» sajvistaram
Gomukho vyakaroti sma pattrajchedasya laksanam.
«Il’ Aryalputra vijieyam pattrajchedyam samasatah
trylasram ca caturjasram ca dirgham vretam ca bhedatah.
Trylasrai$ catus|padam $aila nispadyante grh’jadi ca
caturfasraih sa$alani purani purus’jadi ca.
Dirghair nadajnadijmargalpratanalbhujajg’[adayah
vrttair bhiisanajsamyogaléakuntajmithun’ladayah.»
Gomukhe kathayaty evam agatya Marubhatikah
«aho nu mahad a$caryam aryalputr’ éty!» abhasata.
asau Harisikhen” dktah, «<sarvam eva bhavaldrsam
kapalkacchapalkalpanam a$caryam sthilajcaksusam!»
«Padya duhj$raddadhan’ édil» tam ukeva Marubhatikah
«idam a$caryam!» ity uccaih pulinam no vyadarsayat.
Tato Harisikhen’ 6ktam krtva hasitam ulbanam
«@$caryam pulinam padya! namas tasmai sajcaksuse!
Nimnena salilam yati pulinam sikatasthalam

a$caryam yadi tan midha dvesah kah salile tava?»
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CANTO 9: THE MEETING ON THE RIVERBANK

T HEN, USING HIS FINGERNAILS, Go-mukha started to
make cuts in a lotus leaf that was as soft as the cheek
of a lovelorn lady*. In the flowing water the leaf-figure
seemed to come to life with the movement of the impetu-
ous river. Singing Go-mukha’s praises, we watched the leaf-
figure floating downstream; it had become more than the
sum of its parts.

When we asked him to tell us, Go-mukha described in
detail the defining characteristics of a leaf-figure. “On this
matter, my lord, one should know that leaf-figures are,
briefly, divided into the following categories: triangular,
square, rectangular and round. With triangular ones are
made things like quadrupeds, mountains and houses; with
square ones, cities, houses, people and so forth; with rect-
angular ones, rivers, roads, creepers, snakes and such like;
with round ones, things like ornaments and pairs of birds.”

As Go-mukha was saying this, Maru-bhutika arrived and
said, “My lord, a great miracle has happened!”

Hari-shikha said to him, “Everything is miraculous for
people like you who are as blinkered as tortoises in a well!”

“Take alook, you incredulous fellow!” replied Maru-bhu-
tika, and he showed us the riverbank, exclaiming, “This is
the miracle!”

At this Hari-shikha laughed loudly and said, “Behold the
miraculous riverbank! Homage to this visionary! Water is
flowing along the riverbed: if the sandy bank is miraculous

then what, fool, have you got against the water?”
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