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37.1

37-5

37.10

SAMJAYA uvaca:
D rRSTVA KaARNAM mah”[ésvjasam
yuyutsum samavasthitam,
cukru$uh Kuravah sarve
hrstalrapah samantatah.

tato dundubhilnirghosair, bherinam ninadena ca,
banal$abdai$ ca vividhair, garjitai§ ca tarasvinam,
niryayus tavaka yuddhe, mrtyum kreva nivartanam.

prayate tu tatah Karne, yodhesu muditesu ca,
cacala pgthivi, rajan, vavasa ca sulvistaram.
nihsaranto vyadréyanta siiryat sapta mahajgrahah.
ulka|paras ca samjajfiur, dis$am dahas tath” diva ca.
$usk’[Asanya$ ca sampetur, vavur vata$ ca bhairavah.
mrga|paksilgana$ ¢’ 4iva prtanam bahusas tava
apasavyam tada cakrur, vedayanto mahabhayam.
prathitasya ca Karnasya nipetus turaga bhuvi,
asthilvarsam ca patitam antariksad bhayanakam!
jajvalus$ ¢ Aiva Sastrani, dhvajas ¢’ 4iva cakampire,
adriini ca vyamuficanta vahanani, vi§am pate.
ete ¢’ Anye ca bahava utpatas tatra, marisa,
samutpetur vinasaya Kauravanam su|darunah.

na ca tan ganayam asuh, sarve daivena mohitah,
prasthitam siitalputram ca, «jay’! éty» tcur nar’|adhipah.

nirjitan Pandavams ¢’ diva menire tatra Kauravah!
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SANJAYA said:
S EEING THE MIGHTY archer Karna standing on that char-
iot eager for battle, all the Kurus were ecstatic and
shouted from everywhere. To the rattling of dindubhi
drums, the rumble of kettle-drums, the various sounds of
arrows and the cries of bold heroes, your troops went forth
into battle, determined to flee only in death.

And then as Karna advanced and the warriors rejoiced,
king, the earth shook and rumbled at length. The seven
great planets became visible surging forward from the sun.
Meteors plunged down and regions burnt as well. Thun-
derbolts fell, despite it being dry, and terrible winds blew.
Herds of animals and flocks of birds then continually cir-
cled your army from right to left, heralding great peril. And
while Karna was being celebrated his horses stumbled to
the ground, and a terrifying shower of bones fell from the
sky! Weapons shone brightly, banners flapped and draught
animals shed tears, lord of people. These and many other
dreadful portents, dear friend, appeared there foretelling the
destruction of the K4uravas.

But, deluded by divine fate, all those rulers of men paid no
heed to them and shouted out “Victory!” to the charioteer’s
sonas he departed. The Kduravas then thought the Pdndavas

defeated already!
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

tato rathajsthah parajvirajhanta
Bhisma|Dronav ativiryau samiksya,
samujjvalan bhaskara|pavak’abho
Vaikartano ’sau rathakufijaro, nrpa,
sa Salyam abhasya jagada vakyam,
Parthasya karm’jAtidayam vicintya,
manena, darpena vidahyamanah,
krodhena dipyann iva, nihévasams$ ca:
«1’ Aham Mahendrad api vajrajpanch
kruddhad bibhemy ayudhavan, rathasthah!
drstva hi Bhisma|pramukhan $ayanan,
ativa mam hy ajsthirata jahati.
Mahendra|Visnu|pratimav aninditau
rath’|A¢valnaga|pravaralpramathinau;
ajvadhyalkalpau nihatau yada parais;
tato na me 'py asti rane ‘dya sidhvasam.
samiksya samkhye ’tibalan nar’[Adhipan
sajsiitajmatangaljrathan parair hatan,
katham na sarvan afhitan rane vadhin
mah”jAstralvid brahmanalpumgavo guruh.
sa samsmaran Dronam aham mah”jahave,
bravimi satyam; Kuravo nibodhata!
na va madjanyah prasahed rane rjunam

samagatam Mrtyum iv’ 6grajriapinam.

370



THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

Standing in his chariot, Vaikértana, that killer of enemy-
heroes, then reflected on Bhishma and Drona whose courage
was tremendous. Blazing like the fire of the sun, king, that
superb warrior reflected on the excellence of Pritha’s son’s
deeds and, consumed by arrogance and pride and snorting
as if burning with fury, shouted out to Shalya and spoke
this speech:

“Standing in this chariot with my weapons I have no fear
even of mighty Indra wielding his thunderbolt in rage! For
seeing those who were led by Bhishma lying prone, doubt
has completely left me. Like great Indra and Vishnu those
two could not be faulted as they lay waste to the finest
chariots, horses and elephants. They had seemed invincible
when their enemies killed them. Yet still I have no fear of
battle today.

After seeing those extremely powerful rulers of men with
their charioteers, elephants and chariots struck down in bat-
tle by their enemies, how was it that the guru, the brahmin-
hero,* expert in the great weapons, didn’t kill all those en-
emies in battle? I remember Drona in the great battle and
I speak the truth! Listen Kurus! No one other than me can
match Arjuna in battle once he’s attacked like Death in

wrathful form.
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

$iksa, prasada$ ca, balam, dhrti$ ca
Drone, mah”}strani ca, samnati$ ca,
sa ced agan mrtyulvadam mah’[atma,
sarvan anyan aturian adya manye!
n’ ¢ha dhruvam kim cid api pracintayan
vidyam loke karmano daivajyogat.
siry’[6daye ko hi vimuktajsaméayo
bhavam kurvit’ 4dya gurau nipatite?
na niinam astrani, balam, parakramah,
kriyah, sulnitam, param’[ayudhani va
alam manusyasya sukhaya varticum;
tatha hi yuddhe nihatah parair guruh.
hutasan’Adityajsamanaltejasam,
parakrame Visnu|/Puramdar’|6pamam,
naye Brhaspaty|Usanoh* sada samam,
na ¢ dinam astram tad upasta duhjsaham.
samprakruste ruditajstrikumare
parabhite pauruse Dhartarastre,
maya krtyam iti janami, Salya!
prayahi tasmad dvisatam anikam!
yatra raja Pandavah satyajsamdho
vyavasthito, Bhimasen’|Arjunau ca,
Vasudevah, Satyakih, Srijayas ca,
yamau ca, kas tan visahen madfanyah?
tasmit ksipram, Madra|pate, prayahi
rane Pafcalan, Pandavan, Srijjayams ca!
tan va hanisyami sametya samkhye,
yasyami va Dronalpatha Yamaya.
nanv ev’ 4ham na gamisyami madhye
tesdm $iiranam iti ma, Salya, viddhi!
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

Learning, kindness, strength, tenacity, the great weapons
and humility were found in Drona. If this great man could
fall under the sway of death, then I reckon all others shall
suffer today!

Thinking it over, I can’t find a thing that is certain in this
world because of the divine workings of past acts. With the
guru felled, could anyone, free of doubt, now look forward
to sunrise? Assuredly not missiles, strength, courage, ritual
acts, prudent conduct nor the most excellent weapons are
enough to ensure the happiness of a man, for still the guru
was felled in battle by his enemies. In fiery energy he was
the equal of the sun or fire, in courage he was the equal of
Vishnu and the Sacker of cities, in prudent conduct he was
always equal to Brihas-pati and Ushanas, but his irresistible
missile did not serve him well.

With the courage of the Dhartarashtras humbled and
their women and children weeping and wailing, Shalya, I
know what I must do! So attack our enemies” army! Other
than me, who’s a match for those among whom stands
Bhima-sena, Arjuna, Vasudéva, Satyaki, the Srinjayas, the
twins and the Pédndava king who is true to his promises? So
quickly, lord of Madra, attack the Panchélas, P4ndavas and
Srinjayas in the battle! Once I've met with them in battle
either I'll kill them or I'll go by Drona’s path to Yama.

Shalya, certainly don't think that I will not go into the
midst of those heroes! Such a betrayal of a friend I could
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

mitradroho marsaniyo na me ’yam;
tyaktva pranan anuyasyami Dronam.
37.25 prajhasya midhasya ca jivic|Ante
n’ 4sti pramokso 'ntakajsatkrtasya.
ato, vidvann, abhiyasyami Partham;
distam na $akyam vyativarticum vai!
kalyanajvretah satatam hi, rajan,
Vaicitraviryasya suto mam’ asit.
tasy arthajsiddhy|artham aham tyajami
priyan bhogan dus|tyajam jivitam ca.
vaiyaghralcarmanam, akajan’[aksam,
haimam, trilko$am, rajataltriivenum
rathalprabarham turagajprabarhair
yuktam pradan mahyam idam hi Ramah.
dhaniimsi citrani niriksya, Salya,
dhvajan, gadah, sayakams$ ¢’ 6grajripan,
asim ca diptam param’[ayudham ca,
$ankham ca $ubhram svanavantam ugram,
patakinam, vajrajnipatajnisvanam,
sitaévalyuktam, $ubhaltanal$obhitam,
imam samasthiya ratham, ratha|rsabham

rane hanisyamy aham Arjunam balat.
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

not pardon; giving up my life, I'll follow Drona. At the end 37.25
of life, there’s no escape for a man, wise or stupid, who’s

been honored by Death. Therefore, wise man, I will attack
Pritha’s sons. Destiny can’t be avoided!

King, the son of Vichitra-viryas son* has always acted
well towards me. To fulfil his objectives I surrender my fa-
vorite pleasures and my treasured life. Rama gave me the
finest chariot yoked to the finest horses, its three-piece bam-
boo struts silver and three scabbards gold, its axle silent
and shield covered in tiger-skin. Looking over my beauti-
ful bows, Shalya, my banners, clubs and formidable arrows,
and my brilliant sword and superb weapon and my white
conch reverberating threateningly, and mounting this flag-
bearing chariot that is adorned with beautiful quivers, yoked
to white horses and sounding like a falling thunderbolt, in
battle I'll brutally kill Arjuna, a bull of a warrior.
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

tam cen Mrtyuh sarvajharo ’bhirakset

sad” Apramattah samare Pandulputram,
tam va hanisyami sametya yuddhe,

yasyami va Bhismamukho Yamaya.
Yama|VarunalKubéra|Vasava va

yadi yugapat sajgana mah”|ahave
jugupisava ih’ Adya Pandavam,

kim u bahuna saha tair jayami tam!»

SAMJAYA said:
iti ranajrabhasasya katthatas
tad uta niSamya vacah sa Madra|rat
avahasad avamanya viryavan
pratisisidhe ca, jagada ¢’ dttaram.

SALYA uvica:
«virama! virama, Karna, katthanad!
atirabhaso "py ativacam uktavan.
kva ca hi narajvaro Dhanamjayah,
kva punar aho purus’JAdhamo bhavan!
Yadujsadanam Upendrajpalitam
trijldasam iv’ 4mara|rajajraksitam
prasabham ativilodya, ko haret
purusajvar’|dvarajjam rte ‘rjunat?
triphuvanajvibhum iévar’|éévaram
ka iha puman Bhavam ahvayed yudhi
mrgajvadhalkalahe rte rjunat
sura|patijviryajsama|prabhavatah?
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

If all-destroying, ever-vigilant Death should protect Pa- 37.30
ndu’s son in the war, after meeting him in battle either I'll
kill him or, preceded by Bhishma, I'll go to Yama. Or if
together with their attendants Yama, Varuna, Kubéra and
Visava intend to protect the Pandava here today in this
great battle—what more need be said?>—TI’ll kill him along
with them!”

SANJAYA said:
Hearing Karna’s words as he boasted eager for war, laugh-
ing contemptuously the courageous king of Madra stopped

him and spoke this response.

SHALYA said:

“Stop it Karna! Stop this boasting! You're too impetuous
and the words you spoke were over the top. For on the one
hand we have Dhanan-jaya, a fine man, and on the other
we have you, a vile man!

Who other than Arjuna could have destroyed the city of
Yadus while it was protected by Indra’s younger brother like
heaven guarded by the king of the immortals,* and carried
off the younger sister of that excellent man?*What man in 37.35
this world other than Arjuna, whose power is equal to the
strength of the lord of the gods, could challenge Bhava in
battle, the lord of lords, the lord of the triple-world, in that

quarrel over the killing of an animal?
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

asurajsurajmah’|6ragan, naran,
Garudalpi$acajsalyaksaraksasan
isubhir ajayad Agnilgauravat
svlabhilasitam ca havir dadau Jayah.
smarasi nanu yada parair hrtah
sa ca Dhrtarastrajsuto ’pi moksitah
dinalkarajsadréaih $ar’|6ttamair*
Kurusu bahiin vinihatya tan arin.
prathamam api palayite tvayi,
priyalkalaha Dhrtarastrajstinavah
smarasi nanu yada pramocitah
khajcarajganan avajitya Pandavaih.
samudita|balajvahanih punah
purusajvarena jitah stha gojgrahe
sajgurujgurujsutah saBhismakah;
kim u na jitah sa tada tvay” Arjunah?
idam aparam upasthitam punas
tava nidhanaya sulyuddham adya vai;
yadi na ripulbhayat palayase,

‘dya hato ’si, sitafjal
samaragato ya ato si, sutal)a.»

SAMJAYA uvaca:
iti bahu parusam prabhasati
pramanasi Madrajpatau ripu/stavam,
bhréam abhirusitah paramj|tapah
Kuru|prtanajpatir zha Madrajpam.
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

Out of his respect for Agni, Jaya defeated demons, gods,
great serpents, men, Garuda, pishdchas, yakshas and rik-
shasas with his arrows and offered him his eagerly desired
oblation.

No doubt you remember when, after he'd slaughtered
many enemies for the Kurus with his superb arrows that
resemble the sun, he freed Dhrita-rashtra’s son who'd been
captured by his enemies. No doubt you remember when,
after you were the first to flee, Dhrita-rashtra’s quarrelsome
sons were released by the Pandavas after they'd conquered
hordes of those that travel through the sky.* During the
cattle raid,* the armies and their vehicles gathered with
Bhishma—the guru and the guru’s son among them—were
again defeated by that excellent man. Why didn't you defeat
Arjuna then? Now again another extraordinary battle is at
hand for your destruction. If you do not flee out of fear of
your enemy, son of a charioteer, you'll be killed once you

engage in battle!”

SANJAYA said:
While the cheerful lord of the Madras uttered this dev-
astating rebuke and praised their enemy, the general of the
Kuru army, a scorcher of enemies, became tremendously

angry and spoke to the lord of the Madras.
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

KARNA uvaca:
«bhavatu! bhavatu! kim vikatthase?
nanu mama tasya ca yuddham udyatam;
yadi sa jayati mam ih’ ahave,
tata idam astu sulkatthitam taval»

SAMJAYA uvaca:
«evam astv! iti» Madr’|éa uktva n’ dttaram uktavan.
«yahi, Saly’! éti» ¢ 4py enam Karnah praha yuyutsaya.
sa rathah prayayau $atriifi évet'|aévah Salyajsarathih,
nighnann amitran samare, tamo ghnan savita yatha.
37.45  tatah prayat pritiman vai rathena
vaiyaghrena $vetalyuj” atha Karnah.
sa ¢ alokya dhvajinim Pandavanam,
Dhanamjayam tvaraya paryaprcchat.

SAMJAYA uvaca:
381 PRAYANE ca tatah Karno harsayan vahinim tava,
elk’jaikam samare drstva Pandavam paryaprechata.

«yo mam adya mah”[atmanam darsayec chvetavahanam,
tasmai dadyam abhipretam dhanam yan manas” écchati.
na cet tad abhimanyeta, tasmai dadyam aham punah,
$akatam ratnajsampiirnam, yo me briyad Dhanamjayam.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso ’rjunaldaréivan,
$atam dadyam gavam tasmai naityakam kamsyal/dohanam.

38.5  $atam gramajvarams$ ¢ 4iva dadyam Arjunajdarsine.
tatha tasmai punar dadyam $vetam asvatariracham,
yuktam afijanalkeibhir, yo me brayad Dhanamjayam.
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

KARNA said:

“Enough! Enough! Why do you taunt me? Without any
doubt the battle between him and me shall take place. If he
defeats me in this battle, then shall this boast of yours be
fair!”

SANJAYA said:

After saying, “Let it be so!” the lord of Madra said no
more. And then, with eagerness to fight, Karna said to him,
“Shalya, charge!”

With his white horses and Shalya as his chariot-driver,
that warrior attacked his enemies, destroying his adversaries
in battle just as the sun destroys the darkness.

Karna was then pleased and advanced with his chariot
covered in tiger-skin and drawn by white horses. When he
caught sight of the army of the Pdndavas, he quickly asked
after Dhanan-jaya.

SANJAYA said:
THeN KarNa roused your army as he advanced and asked
each combatant who he saw in the battle about the Pandava.
“Whoever can point out to me today the great man with
the white horses, I shall give any precious reward that he
desires. If he doesn’t agree to that, I shall still give whoever
can tell me about Dhanan-jaya a wagon filled with jewels. If
he doesn’t want that, I shall give the man who’s seen ArJ unaa
hundred cows along with the obligatory copper milk-pails.
To whoever’s seen Arjuna I shall give a hundred of the
best villages. And further, to whoever can tell me about
Dhanan-jaya I shall give a white cart pulled by black-maned
she-mules. If he doesn’t want that, I shall further give the
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso 'rjunaldar$ivan,
anyam v~ 4smai punar dadyam sauvarnam hastijsadjgavam.
tath” 4py asmai punar dadyam strinam $atam alamkrtam,
$yamanam, niskakanthinam, gitajvadyalvipascitam.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso ’rjunaldaréivan,
tasmai dadyam $atam nagafi, $atam graimaf, $atam rathan,
sujvarnasya ca mukhyasya hay’|Agryanam $atam $atan,
rddhya gunaih su/dintams ca, dhuryajvahan, sul$iksican.
tatha sujvarnaléringinam goldheninam catuhl$atam
dadyam tasmai sajvatsanam, yo me briyad Dhanamjayam.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso ’rjunajdarsivan,
anyad asmai varam dadyam $vetan pafcaj$atan hayan.
hemajbhandalparicchannan, sujmrstajmanibhasanan,
suldantan api ¢’ Aiv’ Aham

dadyam asta|das’japaran.
ratham ca $ubhram sauvarnam

dadyam tasmai svjalam/krtam,
yuktam paramalKambojair, yo me briiyad Dhanamjayam.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso ’rjunaldaréivan,
anyad asmai varam dadyam kufijaranam $atani sat,
kafcanair vividhair bhandair acchannan, hemajmalinah,
utpannin apar’jintesu, vinitan hastijéiksakaih.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso 'rjunaldar$ivan,
anyad asmai varam dadyam vai$yalgrimams catur|dasa,
sulsphitan, dhanajsamyuktan, pratyasannajvan’|6dakan;

alkutolbhayan susampannan rajabhojyams catur|dasa!
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

man who's seen Arjuna another chariot made of gold and
pulled by six oxen the size of elephants. And T’ll give him
still more! A hundred women of dark complexion, covered
in ornaments, wearing gold collars and skilled in songs and
musical instruments. If he doesn’t want that, I shall give
the man who's seen Arjuna a hundred elephants, a hundred
villages, a hundred chariots and ten thousand superb horses
of the finest gold color that are in good health, have good
qualities, are well tamed and trained and can be used as
draught horses. To whoever can tell me about Dhanan-jaya
I shall give four hundred golden-horned milk-cows along
with their calves. If he doesn’t want that, I shall give the
man who’s seen Arjuna another reward, five hundred white
horses.

And I shall also give him eighteen other very placid horses
with golden harnesses and blankets and decorated with
highly polished jewels. And to whoever can tell me about
Dhanan-jaya I shall give a beautiful chariot, brilliantly deco-
rated and yoked to the finest Kambéjan horses. If he doesn’t
want that, I shall give the man who's seen Arjuna another
reward, six hundred elephants bred in the west, clothed with
various gold trappings, wearing golden garlands and led by
elephant trainers. If he doesn’t want that, I shall give the
man who's seen Arjuna another reward, fourteen flourish-
ing villages of vaishyas that are filled with wealth and have
forests and water nearby—fourteen danger free and well

supplied villages fit to be enjoyed by kings!
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MAHA-BHARATA VIII — KARNA I

dasinam niskakanthinaim Magadhinam $atam tatha
pratylagrajvayasim dadyam, yo me briyad Dhanamjayam.
na cet tad abhimanyeta puruso ’rjunaldaréivan,
anyam tasmai varam dadyam, yam asau kamayet svayam!
38.20 putraldaran, viharam$ ca yad anyad vittam asti me,
tac ca tasmai punar dadyam, yad yac ca manas” écchati.
hatva ca sahitau Krsnau, tayor vittani sarvasah
tasmai dadyam aham yo me prabriyat Kesav’|Arjunaul»
et vacah subahusah Karna uccarayan yudhi
dadhmau sagarajsambhiitam su|svanam $ankham uttamam.
ta vacah sttaputrasya tatha yukta nisamya tu,
Duryodhano, mahalraja, prahrstah sdnugo ’bhavat.
tato dundubhijnirghoso, mrdanganam ca sarvasah
simhajnadah sajvaditrah, kufijarainam ca nisvanah
38.25 pradur asit tadd, rajan, sainyesu, purusa|rsabha,
yodhanim samprahrstanam tatha samabhavat svanah.
tatha prahrste sainye tu plavamanam mahajratham,
vikatthamanam ca tada Radheyam arikarsanam,

Madrajrajah prahasy’ édam vacanam pratyabhasata.

SALYA uvica:

39.1  «MA, SUTA|PUTRA, ddnena sauvarnam hastijsadjgavam
prayaccha purusay’; 4dya draksyasi tvam Dhanamjayam!
balyad iha tvam tyajasi vasu Vaiéravano yatha;
alyatnen’ diva, Radheya, drast” 4sy adya Dhanamjayam.
paran stjasi yad vittam kim cit tvam bahu madhavag;

alpatrajdane ye dosas tain mohan n’ dvabudhyase.
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

And whoever can tell me about Dhanan-jaya I shall give a
hundred young M4gadhi slave girls wearing golden collars.
And if he doesn’t want that, I shall give the man who’s seen
Arjuna another reward, whatever he would desire for him-
self! Sons, wives or pleasures, or whatever other possessions
I have, and whatever he desires in his heart, I will give to
him. Once D've killed the two Krishnas together, I will give
everything they owned to whoever tells me about Késhava
and Arjuna!”

Whilst uttering these many words in the battle, Kar-
na blew his superb conch that came from the ocean and
had a beautiful tone. And when they heard these fitting
words of the charioteer’s son, great king, Dury6dhana and
his attendants were thrilled.

Then, king, the sound of dsindubhi and mridinga drums,
lion roars, musical instruments and elephants trumpeting
became audible everywere among the troops, bull of a man,
as did the clamor of soldiers celebrating.

But as that mighty warrior Radha’s son, a tormenter of
enemies, bragged as he sailed into that excited army, the

king of the Madras responded with this speech.

SHALYA said:

“SoN oF A charioteer, don’t reward a man by offering a
golden cart pulled by six elephant-like oxen. You will see
Dhanan-jaya today! Foolishly you give away riches here as
if you were Viishravana. With no effort, son of Radha, you
will see Dhanan-jaya today. Like a sucker you give away
much wealth to others. In giving to the unworthy, stupidly
you don’t recognise those who are wicked. With these vast
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yat tvam prerayase vittam, bahu tena khalu tvaya

$akyam bahulvidhair yajhair yastum. siita, yajasva taih!
yac ca prarthayase hantum Krsnau mohad, vrch” diva tat!

na hi §u§ruma sammarde krostra simhau nipatitau!

alprarthitam prarthayase; suhrdo na hi santi te

ye tvim nivarayanty a$u prapatantam hut’|Asane.

kary’|Alkaryam na janise; kalajpakvo ’sy ajsam$ayam!

bahv ajpaddham alkarniyam ko hi bray3j jijivisuh?

samudrajtaranam dorbhyam kanthe baddhva yatha ¢ilam,

girylagrad va nipatanam, tadrk tava cikirsitam.

sahitah sarvalyodhais tvam vytadh’|anikaih sulraksitah

Dhanamjayena yudhyasva, $reya$ cet praptum icchasi.

hic'|Artham Dhartarastrasya bravimi tvam, na himsaya.

$raddhasv’ divam maya proktam yadi te ’sti jijivisal»

KARNA uvaca:
«svalbahulviryam aéritya, prarthayamy Arjunam rane.
tvam tu mitrajmukhah $atrur mam bhisayitum icchasi!
na mam asmad abhiprayart ka$ cid adya nivartayet,

ap’ Indro vajram udyamya! kim nu martyah katham cana?»

SAMJAYA uvaca:
iti Karnasya vaky’[ante Salyah prah’ 6ttaram vacah

cukopayisur atyartham Karnam Madr’|g§varah punah.
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THE WRANGLING OF KARNA AND SHALYA

riches that you send away, truly you could offer many dif-
ferent sacrifices. And you must offer those sacrifices, suzal*

Stupidly, you long to kill the two Krishnas; this is point-
less! For we've never heard of a pair of lions destroyed by a
jackal! You long for what should not be longed for; there are
no friends who can stop you tumbling directly into fire. You
don’t understand what should and shouldn’t be done. With-
out doubt you've been cooked by time!* Who that wants to
live would say so much that’s meaningless and not worth
listening to? Your plan is like crossing the ocean by the arms
after tying a rock around one’s neck. Or like leaping from
the summit of a mountain. If you want to find success, you
must fight with Dhanan-jaya together with all your warriors
and well protected by your arrayed forces. Without malice I
speak to you for the good of Dhrita-rashtra’s son. You must
trust what I say if you want to live!”

KARNA said:

“Relying upon the strength of my own arms, I long for
Arjuna in battle. But you, an enemy with the face of a
friend, want to intimidate me! No one could stop me from
my objective today, not even Indra with his thunderbolt
raised! How much less then could some mere mortal?”

SANJAYA said:
At the end of Karnas speech, Shalya, the lord of the
Madras, hoping to utterly infuriate Karna, again spoke these
words in reply.
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“Karna,” Book Eight of the MAHA-BHARATA, begins with
news of the death of Karna, perhaps the epic’s most
tragic character. The full circumstances of the defeat he
chose not to deflect are in volume two. This first volume
is distinguished by his long and bitter verbal dispute with
King Shalya, as Karna stays true to the hero’s course.
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